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Maher  Arar  -  Timeline 


(Compiled  from  CBC  &  CTV  timelines  &  various  press  reports) 


Sept.  26,  2002 

Arar  is  detained  by  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  officials  at  New  York's  John  F. 
Kennedy  Airport  while  returning  alone  to  Montreal  from  a  family  vacation  in  Tunisia.  A 
citizen  of  both  Canada  and  Syria,  he  is  carrying  a  Canadian  passport.  American  officials 
allege  Arar  has  links  to  al-Qaeda  and  detain  and  question  him. 

Oct.  7  or  8,  2002 

Arar  is  flown  to  Jordan  and  then  transferred  to  Syria. 

Oct.  10,  2002 

Canadian  officials  are  informed  Arar  has  been  deported. 

Oct.  16,  2002 

Bill  Graham,  Canadian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  complains  to  U.S.  government  about 
arrest  and  deportation  of  Arar. 

Oct.  22,  2002 

Foreign  Affairs  Department  says  Arar  is  being  held  in  a  Syrian  prison. 


April  30,  2003 

Syria  tells  Canada  it  will  charge  Arar  with  membership  in  a  banned  Muslim  organization, 
the  Muslim  Brotherhood  of  Syria. 

Aug.  6,  2003 

A  report  by  the  London-based  group  Syrian  Human  Rights  Committee  (SHRC)  says  Arar 
is  being  tortured  and  beaten  while  in  jail. 


Aug.  8,  2003 

Graham  says  Canada  will  not  recall  ambassador. 


IX  ‘ . 


Sept.  25,  2003 

Graham  says  Syrian  officials  have  assured  him  Arar  will  be  tried  in  a  civil,  and  not 
military  trial. 


Oct.  5,  2003 

Syria  frees  Arar.  Graham  notifies  Arar's  wife,  Monia  Mazigh,  and  credits  "quiet  Canadian 
diplomacy"  for  the  release. 


Oct.  6,  2003 

Arar  returns  to  Montreal,  375  days  after  U.S.  immigration  officials  arrested  him. 
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